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Try a Scaffolded Assessment! 
What do you notice about:

The connection 
between questions…

What it shows 
students…

The layout…

The progression of 
difficulty…

Potential impact on  
student motivation 
and confidence…How you 

approached the 
questions…

What it shows the 
teacher…

What it could show 
parents…



The Scaffolded Assessment
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Advantages for Students

● Increase resilience and motivation to attempt and complete assessments
● Experience success and boost confidence
● Boost autonomy by doing questions in the order that works best for them
● Allow student to self-assess and get a stronger sense of how they did before 

the assessment is even graded
● See where their learning is progressing and what they need to master to get to 

the next level
● Target improvements with embedded feedback
● Adapt and adjust to the different types of questions and what they are looking 

for
● experience deeper and more complex learning 
● Students with learning challenges can still show what they know



       Advantages for Teachers

● More accurately identify where students are at in the learning 
progression 

● More accurately target extra practice needed or what 
foundational skills need to be developed

● Provides a simple and clear way to show parents where a 
students is at in their learning

● Enriches teachers’ understanding of outcomes and the skills 
needed to master the outcomes

● Have a platform to discuss “What is Meeting?” with teacher 
teams to achieve more consistency with learning expectations 

● Allows explicit teaching of complex and abstract cognitive 
skills



       Advantages for Teachers

● Enjoy easier marking that tells us more--gives quality 
data

● Enhances report card comments and parent-teacher 
interview discussions 

● Format can be used for practice, pre and post learning 
assessments, diagnostic and common assessments

● Students with learning challenges can still show what 
they know, especially those who can be successful on 
cognitively complex and abstract questions



Advantages for School Leaders

● Provides a platform or focus for grade level 
or subject area team meetings

● Facilitates the discussion between teachers 
about what constitutes meeting;  helps to 
ensure expectations are consistent between 
teachers

● Gives more accurate student performance 
data which in turn, supports quality 
educational decisions

● Better informs parents
● Students can experience success and grow



Drawbacks

● AI cannot make it for you  (BUT it can generate useful questions!)
● Making questions is sometimes difficult and makes your brain hurt 
● Teachers are busy and it takes time to make one
● Teacher teams may not agree on what is a Meeting (or other level) question
● What if the rest of your team is not using them--does it still work?
● Will it prepare students for high school,  achievement, and diploma tests?
● Students complain it makes them have to think too hard (actual student 

feedback)
● The paper is big and can impede a student’s water bottle placement on their 

desk (actual student feedback!)
● Students know when the hard questions are coming and dread them…some 

like to be surprised (actual student feedback)

FYI:  AI generated scaffolded assessment for the poem, “The Fog” 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YJRFHJekBuP82HbTZZXdJBpHgZgc59xHCnMTkoQ6qDg/edit?usp=sharing




Step 1: Analyze Your Outcomes

Find the 
performance 
verb to 
determine the 
cognitive skill 
you are 
assessing. 





The 
Outcome 

Verb

What level 
of 

complexity 
do we want 
to assess?

Full list of Bloom’s Taxonomy verbs

https://adp.uni.edu/documents/bloomverbscognitiveaffectivepsychomotor.pdf


The Outcome Verb
What level of complexity do we want to assess?



LINK
https://ocw.tudelft.n
l/wp-content/uploa
ds/Blooms-Revised
-Taxonomy-Worksh
eet-A3.pdf 

https://ocw.tudelft.nl/wp-content/uploads/Blooms-Revised-Taxonomy-Worksheet-A3.pdf
https://ocw.tudelft.nl/wp-content/uploads/Blooms-Revised-Taxonomy-Worksheet-A3.pdf
https://ocw.tudelft.nl/wp-content/uploads/Blooms-Revised-Taxonomy-Worksheet-A3.pdf
https://ocw.tudelft.nl/wp-content/uploads/Blooms-Revised-Taxonomy-Worksheet-A3.pdf
https://ocw.tudelft.nl/wp-content/uploads/Blooms-Revised-Taxonomy-Worksheet-A3.pdf


Step 2: Identify the complexity level of the outcome verb



Step 3: Choose the type of questions based on the 
outcome verb 



Different types of questions are possible with Scaffolded 
Assessment

Matching and True/False Long/Short Answer/Essay



Respecting Indigenous Ways of Knowing



Respecting Indigenous Ways of Knowing



Different Ways to 
Scaffold

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/scaffolding-lessons-six-strategies-rebecca-alber

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/learning-better-using-scaffolding-learnsmart-com-ng

https://kiramoebius.weebly.com/teaching-philosophy.html



Different Ways 
to Scaffold:

https://adiutor.co/blog/what-is-blooms-taxonomy/

Cognitive Complexity
(Bloom’s Taxonomy)



Different Ways 
to Scaffold:

Cognitive 
Complexity

(Webb’s 
Depth of 

Knowledge)
Karin Hess 
Rigor Matrix 
Flipbook for 
Different 
Subjects

https://www.karin-hess.com/_files/ugd/5e86bd_53b0babc937042488c37479dd3a07b8e.pdf
https://www.karin-hess.com/_files/ugd/5e86bd_53b0babc937042488c37479dd3a07b8e.pdf
https://www.karin-hess.com/_files/ugd/5e86bd_53b0babc937042488c37479dd3a07b8e.pdf
https://www.karin-hess.com/_files/ugd/5e86bd_53b0babc937042488c37479dd3a07b8e.pdf
https://www.karin-hess.com/_files/ugd/5e86bd_53b0babc937042488c37479dd3a07b8e.pdf


Different Ways to Scaffold:
The Rigor Scale

Donohoo, 2017. Collective Efficacy: How Educator’s Beliefs Impact Student Learning

https://www.dreamstime.com/simple-puzzle-icon-vecto
r-illustration-flat-design-image141865717

https://beyourselfblog.com/blog/2018/4/1/the-time-puzzle

https://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/concrete-clipart

https://pngtree.com/free-png-vectors/abstract-art-clipart



Different Ways to Scaffold:
Cognitive Load

(dividing up the outcome)
https://www.dreamstime.com/cognitive-load-ux-ui-design-line-icon-ve
ctor-illustration-cognitive-load-ux-ui-design-line-icon-vector-cognitive
-load-ux-ui-design-image331836586



Different Ways to Scaffold:
Gradual Release of Responsibility

https://www.clipartmax.com/max/m2H7H7b1d3G6H7Z5/



Different Ways to Scaffold:
Prerequisite Skills

https://www.clker.com/clipart-545243.html



Different Ways to Scaffold:
Prerequisite Skills

https://www.clker.com/clipart-545243.html



Different Ways to 
Scaffold:

Knowledge, 
Understandings, Skills and 

Procedures
(KUSPS)



Step Three: Do Not Reinvent the Wheel! 
● Take a look through some of your 

old assessments and steal 
questions that fit into your 
categories. 

● Work with your grade level 
partners.

● Talk to teachers that teach the 
grades below and/or above you.  It 
may help you fill in the Beginning 
and Excelling sections of your 
assessment.



Step Four: Determine How You Will Mark the Assessment
This is really determined by the types of 
questions on your assessment

● Some options include: 
○ Mark every question out of one
○ Give half marks or even 0.25, 0.1
○ Make each question worth a certain amount 

(4 for example)
○ Certain questions can be worth more/less 

than others
○ Depending on your school/divisions policies, 

you can just look at which questions the 
student got correct and give a letter grade



What are your key ‘take 
aways’ from the session?

Scaffolded Assessment on Scaffolding Assessment

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SBYBnqXIj9VuPDhKNa5-t8JfkY0s3nDSzsQixYotJYY/edit?usp=sharing


shelly.cloke@wrsd.ca
petra.hynes@wrsd.ca

https://www.assessment
nerd.ca/

mailto:nicole.kotyk@wrsd.ca
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